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Calhoun County Parks  

Improvement Plan 2021 

 

January 21, 2021 

Purpose of this Document 

This document reflects the work and recommendations of the Calhoun County Parks Board in 

regard to the County Parks and related assets. This document will assist the Parks Board in 

identifying and recommending potential park improvements that might be considered and aid 

in public discussions thereof by: 

1. Identifying needed improvements for each County Park. 

2. Serving as tool for public discussion of parks needs and plans. 

3. Providing the starting point for application to relevant grants  for funding of specific 

improvements. 

4. Documenting recommendations of the Parks Board to Commissioners Court. 

This document should be reviewed and updated periodically to reflect progress made and 

changing priorities and needs. 

For each County Park or Bay access asset, the document provides: 

1. an aerial view of the park  

2. a list of recommended improvements  

 

If you have comments or questions about the material contained in the document, please email 

comments please contact the Parks Board members listed or email the Board at  

CalhounCountyParksBoard@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:CalhounCountyParksBoard@gmail.com
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Calhoun Parks Improvement Plan 2021 

tǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴǘȅ tŀǊƪǎΥ 

¶ Provide residents with recreational opportunities and access to the Bays. 

¶ Protect important habitat of the Parks and of the area. 

¶ Promote ecotourism that supports the local economy and increases tax revenues. 

 

The Parks Board desires that our Parks: 

¶ Showcase the Countyôs natural & historic assets. 

¶ Demonstrate the importance of protecting those assets. 

¶ Provide a setting to which we are proud to take our visitors. 

¶ Are safe and family friendly. 
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Calhoun County Parks Board ς December 2020 

Allan Berger ς Chair 

Precinct 1 

¶ AD Oran Moses ς Secretary 

¶ Steven Dublin 

Precinct 2 
Linda Bournias 

Precinct 3  

¶ vacant   

Precinct 4 

¶ Dwayne Fishbeck 

¶ Charlene Terrell 

Contributions also from previous Board Members: 

¶ Tom Andrews, Precinct 1, deceased 

¶ Debby Carter, Precinct 4 

¶ Bill Harvey, Precinct 3 
 

Subcommittee Participation 

Precinct 1 

¶ Tom Andrews ς Parks Board 

¶ Allan Berger ς Parks Board 

¶ Mike Biggs 

¶ Corey M Buck 

¶  Steve Dublin  

¶ Teri Elliott 

¶ Rosangely Hernandez 

¶ Oran Moses ς Parks Board 

¶ Mike Tolar 

Advisor ς Commissioner David Hall 

 

Precinct 4 
POC Area Subcommittee 

¶ Allan Berger -Parks Board 

¶ Dwayne Fishbeck ς Parks Board 

¶ Marie Hawes 

¶ Darla Parker 

¶ Steve Ferguson 
 
Seadrift Area 

¶ Allan Berger ς Parks Board 

¶ Charlene Terrell ς Parks Board 
 
Green Lake 

¶ Kenneth Finster 

¶ Dianne Nunley 

¶ Janie Waghorne 

¶ Allan Berger ς Parks Board 

¶ Bill Harvey ς Parks Board 
       Advisor- Commissioner Gary Reese 
 

Precinct 2 

¶ Linda Bournias ς Parks Board 

¶  Allan Berger ς Parks Board 
 

Precinct 3 
Allan Berger ς Parks Board 
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Summary   

¶ County Parks are an asset to the Community 

¶ Several are heavily used and attract visitors to the County 

¶ Improvements are necessary for parks to handle increasing use 

¶ Beach erosion taking a toll 

¶ Review from the  Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act (GOMESA) directly to the County 
can ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 

¶ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ DOMESA fund should be leveraged wherever possible by seeking State and 
Federal grants and using GOMESA for requisite local match. 

¶ Matagorda Bay Mitigation Trust will provide funding for Green Lake developments. 

¶ County should prioritize Park needs and systematically apply for grants to address 
improvements. 

 

Current Park Improvements in Progress ς January 2021 

1. Sanders Park / Swan Point refurbishment - complete 
2. Chocolate Bayou Boat Ramp ς TPWD Grant obtained. Improvements to start 2021. 
3. Magnolia Beach Boat Ramp  improvements- in progress 
4. Six Mile Boat Ramp improvements ς in progress 
5. Magnolia Beach Erosion Control ς Engineering in progress 
6. Boggy Bayou Nature Park Erosion Study ς in progress 
7. Boggy Bayou Nature Park Improvements ς CMP Grant Cycle #25 approved 

Implementation to start in 2021 
8. Little Chocolate Bayou Park Enhancements ς engineering in progress 
9. King Fisher Beach expansion ς CMP application made  for Cycle #26 in November 2021 
10. Magnolia Beach pavilions -- CMP application made Cycle #26 in November 2021 
11. Green Lake ςengineering in progress for water control structure 
12. Sanders Park ς application made to TPWD Non-Urban Parks grant for playground 

equipment and other improvements 
13. Six Mile Boat Ramp improvements -in progress 

 

Recommended Next Steps for 2021: 

¶ TPWD Recreational Trails grant to fund walking trail at Boggy Nature Park (Phase 2) 

¶ Advance Green Lake Park development  

¶ Re-apply for Magnolia Beach Pavilions project 

¶ Advance Magnolia Beach RV campground 

¶ Improve understanding of needs in Precincts 2 & 3 
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Parks Board Way Forward: 

1. Maintain and annually update this document to guide recommendations to 
Commissioners Court 

2. Post Improvement Plan on County Parks Website 
3. Solicit coverage in Wave, Advocate, and Dolphin Talk of the improvement plan as way to 

increase public comment 
4. Recommend grant applications to Commissioners Court to  advance specific 

improvements 
5. Advance understanding of need for and potential ways to enhance funding for Parks  
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Calhoun County Parks and other public access assets 

 
Precinct 1 

1. Magnolia Beach and boat ramp /  area 
2. Alamo Beach Boat Ramp 
3. Little Chocolate Bayou Park 
4. Chocolate Bayou boat ramp 

 
Precinct 2 

5. Six Mile Park and boat ramp 
 
Precinct 3 

6. Olivia Haterius Park and boat ramp 
7. Port Alto Beach 

 
Precinct 4 

8. Green Lake 
9. Hog Bayou boat ramp 
10. Sander Park / Swan Point boat ramp 
11. Froggies boat ramp and parking 
12. King Fisher Beach 
13. Boggy Bayou Nature Park 

 

Other Public Access Assets 
Precinct 1 

14.  Indianola State Park (LaSalle)- 
controlled by TxDot 

 
Precinct 2  

15. Bauer Road access to Lavaca Bay ς Chval 
Park 

 
Precinct 3 

16. County Road 317- access to Bay 
 
Precinct 4 

17. Road ROW access in POC  

a. Little Jetties / Kayak launch 

b. 16th Street at ICW 

c. Main Street at Matagorda Bay 

d. Washington Blvd at 

Matagorda Bay  

e. Scurlock St. at GIWW 
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Park Improvement Summary      

 

Mag 
Beach  

Indianola 
Chocolate 

Bayou 
Six 

Mile 
Olivia 
Area POC Seadrift 

Green 
Lake 

Infrastructure to improve 
public access and utility               

  Boat Ramps  Yes  Yes Yes   Yes Yes Yes 

  Piers / Fishing spots    Yes   Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  Playground Equipment    Yes  Yes   Yes     

  Day Use / Picnic      Yes   Yes   Yes 

  Pavilions  Yes           Yes 

  Camping  Yes     Yes     Yes 

  Fencing  Yes  Yes           

  Improve Safety  Yes             

  Restrooms       Yes Yes Yes Yes 

  Exercise/ walking Trail    Yes     Yes     

  Paddling Trails  Yes  Yes  Yes Yes Yes     

  Birding Trails  Yes     Yes Yes   Yes 

  History Trails Yes             

        

Erosion Control / 
Conservation  Yes   Yes   Yes     

        

Signage for rules / traffic 
/safety  Yes  Yes  Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

        

Education        

  History  Yes             

  Environmental  Yes       Yes   Yes 

        
Land Acquisition  to 
Expand  or Protect Park 
Utility   Yes       Yes     

        

Park Rules Changes  Yes           Yes 
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Calhoun County Parks Board 

Precinct 1 Sub-Committee 
 

Park Master Plan Report 

  

Version 2.0 ς January 15, 2020 
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Overview of Master Plan for Magnolia Beach / Indianola  
The Precinct 1 Subcommittee recommends: 

1. Continuing pursuit of erosion protection of Magnolia Beach Proper 

2. Adding  Beach Pavilions to enhance group events 

3. Developing an RV and tent camping area so that campers can be relocated 

4. Increasing the number of cabanas and areas with cabanas to promote enhanced 

day use 

5. Repairing / upgrading the Boat Ramps and parking to handle increased use 

6. Enhancing fishing and crabbing infrastructure (bay piers & lights, rock groynes, 

marsh piers) 

7. Enhancing the Paddling Trail with additional access points and repaired markers 

8. Developing a Birding Trail with improved infrastructure; partner with Texas 

Ornithology Society/Magic Ridge Preserve  and USFW 

9. Developing a History Trail; partner with Calhoun County Historical Society and 

the County Museum 

10. Promoting public pride in the Parks and programs to beautify and enhance 

responsible use / behaviors through a standing Parks Board subcommittee.  

 

The following pages details specific recommendations for each County asset.  

 

The priority improvements for Precinct 1 are: 

1. Continuing to pursue erosion mitigation options for Magnolia Beach proper. 

2. Construction of a beach pavilion in the Miller Point area and of an educational 

pavilion at adjacent bird walk. 

3. Improvements at Little Chocolate Bayou Park 

4. Development of an  RV campsite in the Magnolia Beach burn pile area to provide an 

alternative to beach camping near the Magnolia Beach Boat Ramp and Crabbing 

Bridge and ultimately for Magnolia Beach Proper .  
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Magnolia Beach - Indianola Parks  

 
Key - North to South:      Page 

1. Alamo Beach Boat Ramp (not in picture) 12  

2. Memorial Benches at Seawall   13 

3. Magnolia Beach Boat Ramp   14 

4. Magnolia Beach Crabbing Bridge  15 

5. Magnolia Beach Proper & Cabanas  16 

6. Indian Point Pier    17 

7. Miller Point Area    18 

8. Miller Point Boardwalk   19 

9. Burn Pile Area     20 

10. Indianola Beach Park and Cabanas  21 

11. Indianola Pier     22 

12. Lasalle Monument    23 

13. Brighton /  Zimmerman Road Marsh access 24 

14. Paddling Trails     30 

15. Birding Trail     34 

16. History Trail     37 

17. Biking Trail     38 

18. Park Pride     39 

Also (not in picture): 

19. Chocolate Bayou Boat Ramp   40 

20. Little Chocolate Bayou Park   41 
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Alamo Beach Boat Ramp 

 

Preferred Park Use: local fishing and boat launch 

Current Amenities: 

¶ small boat ramp 

¶ shore fishing along rocks 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. restrict vehicle traffic along rocks to reduce illicit activities 

 

Photos:    

9/17/19  
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Magnolia Beach Memorial Benches 

 

Preferred Park Use: Quite Zone ς Day Use Only 

Current Amenities: 

¶ 5 memorial benches, covered 

¶ palm trees 

¶ adequate parking on street 

Recommended Improvements: 

1. fold down safety ladder  

Photos: 

  Date: 8/3/19  
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Magnolia Beach Boat Ramp 

 
Preferred Use: Boat Ramp and Parking; Beach for Day Use Only / No Camping 

Current Amenities: 

¶ 2 boat ramps with protective rock groynes 

¶ parking for approximately 20 trailers ς adequate for current use 

¶ nice shell beach with vehicle access 

Recommended Improvements 

1. Repair north boat ramp (permit application in progress) 

2. Add navigation lights on rock groynes 

3. Prohibit Camping; post as Day Use Only 

4. TPWD signage, including boat ramp etiquette 

Future Considerations: 

5. add boat moorage off north groynes if usage grows 

6. mark trailer parking area if usage grows 

Photos: 

  
Date:8/14/19 

  



Page 15 of 83 
 

Magnolia Beach Crabbing Bridge Area 

 
Preferred Use: Day Use Only / No Camping (crabbing, fishing, bait catching, beach access); 

Vehicle access 

Current Amenities:  

¶ Foot bridge across bayou 
¶ fishing on rock groynes 
¶ nice shell beach 
¶ Kayaking Kiosk and access to bayou 
¶ Mini-Library 

Recommended Improvements: 
1. Restrict to Day Use Only / No Camping 
2. Cap rock groynes for safer access 
3. Park signage and rules near Kiosk - complete 
4. upgrade bollard fence to clearly separate area from Magnolia Beach - complete 

 
Future Considerations: 

5. add security lights at bridge 
6. widen foot bridge or add additional bridge to reduce pedestrian use of road bridge 

Photos:   8/3/19 
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Magnolia Beach Proper (Crabbing Bridge thru Cabanas) 

 
Preferred Use: 

¶ Day use on Beach Proper; vehicle access to beach 

¶ Tent camping at Cabanas 

¶ No RV camping after establishment of alternative site 
Current Amenities: 

¶ Vehicle access to nice shell beach 

¶ cabanas for day use and tent camping 

¶ restrooms 

¶ outdoors shower 

Recommended Improvements: 

1. Address beach erosion per recommendations of ongoing engineering study 

2. Prohibit RV camping on beach with development of alternative site 

3. Cover old basketball court that is adjacent to the restroom to create a pavilion for group 

use 

Photos: 

   
8/14/19  
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Indian Point Pier 

 
Preferred Park Use: Fishing 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Pier in excellent condition post Harvey repairs 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Electrify, add fishing lights 

2. Ban generators to reduce noise 

3. Ban grills due to fire hazard 

4. .ŀƴ w±Ωǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōƭƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǇƛŜǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ 

5. Add signage regarding the above rules and other behavior expectations 

Future Considerations:  

Photos 

Date:9/18/19 
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Miller Point Area  

 
Preferred Use: 

¶ Quieter family beach area 

¶ No RV camping after establishment of an alternative site 

Current Amenities 

¶ nice beach  

¶ vehicle access to beach 

¶ palm trees 

Recommended Improvements 

1. develop a general use pavilion at north end (grant application to CMP Cycle #26 

unsuccessful) 

2. add signage  to historical cistern and protection as appropriate  

3. repair bollard fence along road to appropriately direct traffic 

4. add safety buoys in water 

5. add signage re soft sand / vehicle hazard 

Future Considerations: 

6. Monitor erosion; enhance groynes if needed 

7. Develop parking and beach access plan for day use area ς monitor use; implement if 

necessary 

Photos:   8/14/19  
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Miller Point Boardwalk to Marsh 

 
Preferred use: 

¶ marsh view / birds 

¶ marsh access / paddling 

¶ historical site 

Current Amenities: 

¶ board walk with view of marsh 

¶ historical markers 

Improvements: 

1. add a small educational education pavilion at board walk circle drive (grant application 

to CMP Cycle #26 unsucessful) 

2. add marsh ecology and bird educational materialsτinclude in Birding Trail 

3. add picnic tables and cabanas 

4. add paddling trail access siteτinclude in Paddling Trail 

Future consideration 

5. add Marsh observation / board walk to the south, determine practicality possible 

connection to existing board walk as marsh observation trail.  
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8/14/19  
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Burn Pile Area ς Potential Campground 

 
Preferred Use:  

¶ Rustic RV Campsite 

¶ Develop plan for adding electrical and water hookups in a 2nd phase 
Current Amenities: 

¶ proximity to hardened beach and Indianola Beach Park 

¶ generally flat / high ground 

¶ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǇŀǊŎŜƭΤ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ ƻǿƴŜŘ ΨǳƴŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƻǊ under-
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΩ ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎ 

Recommended Improvements: 
1. Utilize County parcels as rustic RV campsite  - relocate campers from boat ramp, 

crabbing bridge, and ultimate MB proper to this area 
2. Design an expanded Rustic Campsite that can accommodate 50 campers; Develop 

strategy to acquire additional properties. 
o Layout an upgraded campsite with electrical and water hookups; seek 

professional assistance to determine issues and costs 
3. Maintain beach use as is ςwith vehicle access 

Future Considerations: 
4. Consider adding beach amenities: cabanas, picnic tables, fishing pier, boat mooring 

anchors 

 
 

 
8/3/19 
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Indianola Beach and Cabanas 

 
Preferred Use (same as Magnolia Beach Proper): 

¶ Day use on Beach Proper; but without vehicle access to beach 

¶ Tent camping at Cabanas 

¶ No RV camping after establishment of alternative site 
Current Amenities: 

¶ Cabanas for day use and tent camping (9 on beach, 3 west of road); uncovered picnic 

table to south 

¶ restrooms; no showers 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Replace failed sewage system - progress 

2. Paint exterior of restroom 

3. Pressure wash tables; paint 

Future Considerations 

4. Pending resolution of issues with TXDOT over terms to transfer Camel Park to County -

build cabanas to cover / replace picnic tables at Camel Park 

Photos: 

     

Date: 9/18/19 
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Indianola Beach Pier 

 

Preferred Park Use: Fishing! 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Pier in excellent condition since post Harvey repairs 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Add electricity and fishing lights 

2. Add fishing line recycle bin 

3. add courtesy lights on pier ς solar 

4. Add signage for rules as stated for Indian Point pier 

5. Address erosion with more rocks / BUDM ς TXDOT 

Future Considerations: 

Photos 

 Date: 9/18/19 



Page 24 of 83 
 

Lasalle Monument State Park (TXDOT)

 
Note: area  near the is owned by TXDOT. Pending resolution of  reasonable terms for transfer to 

County responsibility, these improvements should be considered.  The Pier is County owned. 

Preferred Park Use:  

¶ Historical significance 

¶ Picnic 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Beach erosion / road erosion critical 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Negotiate transfer from TXDOT under acceptable terms 

2. Armor beach to protect SH 316  - TXDOT 

3. upgrade picnic amenities ( tables, cabanas) 

4. add historical materials 

5. add kayak access Blind Bayou 

Future Considerations 

6. Consider relocation of monument to safer position ( eg, Memorial Bench area). 

Note: monument owned by Calhoun County Historical Society(?). 

Photos    Date: updated 9/18/19 
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Brighton / Zimmerman Road Marsh Access  

1. Blind Bayou Park 

 

Preferred Park Use: Bank fishing and paddling access. 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Bank access off Brighton Road 

¶ No other amenities 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Add signage denoting park name and boundaries 

2. Add signage re park rules: 

a. no littering / pack out your trash 

b. no parking on Road 

Future Considerations 

3. Monitor health of marsh system from Blind Bayou to Powderhorn Lake and consider 

improvements to hydrology if it deteriorates. 

Photos: 

 Date: 10/3/19 
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2. Indianola Island Marsh 

 

Preferred Park Use: Bank fishing, paddling access, ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ aŀǊǎƘΩ 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Bank access off Comal Road 

¶ No other amenities 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Add signage denoting park name and boundaries 

2. Add signage re park rules: 

-no littering / pack out your trash 

- Prohibit vehicles except to paddling launch 

3. Rebuilt short pier at kayak launch site 

4. Improve paddling launch site; consider alternative at NW corner of bridge 

Future Considerations 

6. Develop birding observation point to Indianola Island as part of birding trail 

Photos: 

   date 10/3/19 



Page 27 of 83 
 

 

3. Brighton N. Bridge Bayou Access 

 
Preferred Park UseΥ .ŀƴƪ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΩ 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Bank access off Brighton Road 

¶ No other amenities 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Add signage denoting park name and boundaries 

2. Add signage re park rules: 

-no littering / pack out your trash 

- no parking on road 

Future Considerations 

Develop birding observation point on County tract to Brighton Marsh, east and west 

Photos: 
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4. Tap Road Terminus to Old Towne Lake 

 

Preferred Park Use: Bank fishing and paddling access. 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Towne Lake Bank access at terminus of Tap Road 

¶ No other amenities 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Construct Living Shoreline from Tap Road to bayou to control erosion, restore 

accessible land 

2. Add signage denoting park name and boundaries 

3. Add signage re park rules: 

a. no littering / pack out your trash 

b. parking on Road only 

 

Photos 

10/3/19 
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5. Indianola Peninsula 

 

Preferred Park Use: birding on Marsh 

Current Amenities:  

¶ No current access point 

¶ No other amenities 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Develop plan to control loss of marsh (determine scope and status of erosion control of 

Powderhorn Lake entranceτthis project might / should include this area) 

Future Considerations 

2. Identify access corridor 

3. Develop birding observation point to Indianola Island 

10/17/19 
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6. Powderhorn North Shore Marsh 

 
Preferred Park Use: birding on Marsh 

Current Amenities: 

¶ No current access points 

¶ No other amenities 

Recommended Improvements:  

 

Future Considerations 

1. Identify access corridor 

2. Develop birding observation point to Indianola Island 
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Paddling Trails 

 

 

  

Area Paddling Trail Potential

Trail Status Miles Improvements needed:

Old Towne Lake Ag Life 2.6 Needs maintenance

Access / Kiosk at Boardwalk

LaSalle Loop Ag Life 3.2 Needs maintenance

Access / Kiosk at Monument

Improve access at Hospital Bridge

Powderhorn Lake Ag Life 12.7 Needs maintenance

Access / kiosk at FM1289

Access / kiosk future Powderhorn SP

Add all to TPWD Paddling Trail System

Coloma Creek Idea 4.7 Extend Powderhorn Trail as part of tpwd app

23.2
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1. Old Town Lake Trail 

 
Preferred Park Use: Paddling   -- approximately 3 miles 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Marked Trail and access sites 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Re-stake trail (abandon southeastern leg to boardwalk) 

2. Improve access point at Crabbing Bridge and clearly mark; purchase property 

(currently listed for sale?) 

3. Add access point off Tap Road 

4. Apply for inclusion in TPWD Paddling System along with other area trails 

Photos: 

  10/3/19 
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2. Lasalle Paddling Trail 

 
Preferred Park Use: Paddling   -- approximately 3.8 miles 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Marked Trail and access sites 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Re-stake trail (abandon southeastern leg to boardwalk) 

2. Add access point at LaSalle Monument 

3. Add access point off Brighton Road  

4. !ōŀƴŘƻƴ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ .ŀȅƻǳ 

5. Extend trail to Indianola Marina (or intersection of Powderhorn Lake Trail) 

6. Apply for inclusion in TPWD Paddling System along with other area trails 

 

10/3/19 
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3. Powderhorn Lake Paddling Trail 

 
Preferred Park Use: Paddling   -- approximately 13.5 + 4.7 miles 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Marked Trail and access sites 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Re-stake trail  

2. Add access point at Indianola Marina 

3. Add access point at Powderhorn RV park 

4. Add access point off FM 1289  

5. !ōŀƴŘƻƴ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǘ .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ .ŀȅƻǳ 

6. Future access point at State Park 

7. Extend trail up Coloma Creek 

8. Connect to proposed Powderhorn Trail from POC Boggy Nature Park 

9. Apply for inclusion in TPWD Paddling System along with other area trails 

 

10/3/19 
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Central Texas Coastal Birding Trail -TPWD 

Existing  

 

Current Amenities 
¶ Brief descriptions of these sites are available on TPWD web site, but lacks specifics. 

Recommended Improvements 

1. CTC 31 Magnolia Beach- Develop specific driving route down Ocean Drive; add 

observation points at key locations (Piers, Boardwalk, several new observation 

platforms, Marina deck) 
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2. CTC 32 Magic Ridge: Driving & walking tour  along Zimmerman Road with several 

marsh overlook platforms and several walking trails. Purchase land at Tap/ 

Zimmerman Road- Add observation point here. Construct Living Shoreline here to 

stop erosion and add land. Add drip station at house.  Work with TOS to 

incorporate County Tracts 

 
3. Develop driving tour along Brighton and Comal Roads to several observation points 

, ending at Powderhorn Lake overlook. 

 
4. Seek expert advice and collaboration from area birder, TOS. 

5. Revise Coastal Birding Trail descriptions consistent with the driving tours. 
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Future Considerations 
6. Work with USFW to permit public access to Foster Lake for birding. 
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Indianola History Trail 

 
Sites of Historical Interest  

Port Lavaca  - Calhoun County Museum 
Hwy 316 

1. Historical Markers 
-Chocolate Bayou Boat Ramp _ Battle of Norris Bridge 
-Fishers Rd & H238 ς [ƛǘǘƭŜ aŀǊȅΩǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ 
-H316 & Zimmerman Rd - Cemetery 

2. Foster site 
Ocean Drive 

3. Historical signage - MB 
4. Town Cistern 
5. Historical signage 
6. Camp Indianola slabs 
7. Historical Marker ς camels 
8. LaSalle Monument 
9. Camp Indianola General Store site 
10. Calhoun County Courthouse site 
11. Historical Cistern 
 

12. Morgan Wharf 
13. Perseverance Wreck 
14. Historical Marker ï Bell 

Powderhorn 
15. Indianola Cemetery 
16. Old Lasalle Monument 
17. Hospital site 
18. Hospital Cistern 
19. Railroad ROW 
20. Camp Indianola Training bunker 
21. Camp Indianola Training bunker 

Zimmerman Road 
22. Zimmerman Cemetery 

 
{ŜŜ LƴŘƛŀƴƻƭŀ ±ƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ DǳƛŘŜ ƻƴ /ŀƭƘƻǳƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ website: 
 
calhouncountymuseum.org 

Recommended Improvements: 

Develop a History Trail that promotes the Magnolia Beach / Indianola past, starts at County 

Museum and identifies sites in the area, and tells their stories. 

One concept that could be considered is cellular based narratives with chapters: 

1. Karankawa 
2. LaSalle 
3. Port / Immigration  
4. Civil War 

5. Hurricanes 
6. World War II 
7. Recent 

 

Sites above marked  on  proposed driving route with appropriate text. 

Potential Experts to assist: George Anne Cormier, Museum Director; Robert Loflin, Calhoun Historical Society Chair;  

Jon Kassner, CHC Vice-Chair;  Gary Ralston, CHC Treasurer, JC  Melchar, Mary Belle Meitzen;  Keith Hubbard 



Page 39 of 83 
 

Potential Indianola Biking Trail 

 

 
Potential Improvement 

1. Layout potential routes & points of interests . Identify issues---need area rider familiar with 

routes 

 

 

 

  

Potential Biking Trail System - 

Mileage Points of interest?

1 Brighton Loop 2.5 LaSalle

2 Mag Beach Loop 6.5 Beach, Store

3 Zimmerman Trail 2.5 Bird Sanctuary

4 Alamo Beach Loop 7.3

5 Indianola Marina Trail 1.3 Marina

6 Powderhorn Loop 1.7

7 City to Beach 10.0 Brew Pub

31.8
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Fostering Magnolia Beach & 

Indianola Pride  
Recommended Improvements 

Continue a Magnolia Beach / Indianola Park Improvement Subcommittee  as a standing 

committee of the Parks Board to: 

a. consider and maintain public informational materials and procedures 

regarding the area (eg, website) 

b. ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ .ŜŀŎƘ /ƭŜŀƴǳǇ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ !ŘƻǇǘ ŀ .ŜŀŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

c. review and develop content for Kayak Radio station that includes park rules, 

ǇŀǊƪ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǇŀǊƪ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀǊŜŀ ŜŎƻƭƻƎȅ ŀƴŘ Χ 

d. Coordinate Volunteer efforts to assist County in park maintenance projects 

e. Distribute information via social media  

f. identify and pursue via appropriate County channels persistent violations of 

park rules, code and health department standards 

g. {ŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ΨCǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ a.κLƴŘƛŀƴƻƭŀ tŀǊƪǎΩ 

h. The two Precinct 1 Park Board members should be ex-officio members. 
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Chocolate Bayou Boat Ramp  

Google Earth 

Preferred Park Use: Boat ramp providing access to Bayou and Bay; bank fishing 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Boat ramp and parking 

¶ Dock / Bank fishing 

Recommended Improvements:  
1. ²ƛŘŜƴ ōƻŀǘ ǊŀƳǇ ǘƻ нлΩ 

2. wŜǇƭŀŎŜ ōǳƭƪƘŜŀŘ  ŘƻǿƴǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ мллΩΦ 

3. wŜǇƭŀŎŜ ōǳƭƪƘŜŀŘ ǳǇǎǘǊŜŀƳ ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ  рлΩΦ 

4. Repair security light near parking area (electrical connection must be buried.) 

5. Enhance surface behind the bulkhead to bank fishing and attendant vehicles  

6. Close area upstream to vehicle traffic with bollard fence  

7. Repave access road -мрллΩ  

8. Repave parking lot : мллȄмллΩΤ  

9. Add signage  

(Note- TPWD grant approved to provide funding) 

Photos: 
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Little Chocolate Bayou Park 

 

Preferred Park Use: Multi-purpose 

Current Amenities: 

¶ Restrooms 

¶ Picnic facilities with grills,  pavilion / group area 

¶ Fishing piers  

¶ Open space heavily used as practice fields 

¶ Outdoor environmental facility 

¶ Community Garden 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. improve recreational infrastructure, by making the existing fishing piers and walkways ADA 

compliant,    adding more ADA parking spaces and better lighting 

2. add a walking trail 

3. adding playground equipment  

4. add more covered picnic tables and water stations. 

5. Rebuild fishing piers 

6.  Rebuild road bridge 

7. add a dog park 

Future Considerations: 

8. add recreational facilities to better use the practice field area 

9. add kayaking trail into Chocolate Bay and Bayou 

10. extend the outdoor education materials into the paddling trail 
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Calhoun County Parks Board 

Precinct 2 Sub-Committee 
 

Park Master Plan Report 
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Six Mile Park and Boat Ramp (County Road ROW on to GLO land) 

 

Preferred Use: Boat Ramp, Multi use Park, Day Use only 

 
Current Amenities and General Condition 

Å Light fishing pier ï newly repaired 

Å bank fishing from ramp groyne 

Å fish cleaning table 

Å Boat ramp 

Å covered picnic table (3) ï newly refurbished 

Å group pavilion with grills (60ôx25ô) 

Å playground equipment ï dated 

Å small, sandy beach 

Å marsh overlook 

Å Coastal Birding Trail Marker 

Å State historical marker ï Deleon colony 

Improvement Opportunities 

1. Upgrade playground equipment 

2. additional picnic tables 

3. Kayaking Trail from Garcitas and Placedo Creeks 

Future considerations 

4. Additional parking for trailers. No space is available for additional parking without acquisition of 

land above the marsh 

5. Portable Toilets would improve the utility of the Park; however maintenance and concerns 

about vandalism limit public support 

6. Six Mile Park is small.  As the area continues to grow, increasing demand on the Park, the best 

option to expand would be to duplicate the Park on the 4 acres of County property on Bauer Road. 

Feb 13, 2020 
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Bauer Road - Chval Park 
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Background 

¶ Donated to County 

¶ Donor proposes development of dog park? Contractual obligations? 

¶ !ǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ п ŀŎǊŜǎΤ !ōƻǳǘ оллΩ  ƻŦ water frontage; about 5.3 miles from H35 

¶ Currently used for materials storage yard 

¶ Parks Board has not developed an improvement plan. Given limited space at Six Mile 

Park, this site could be developed similarly. 

¶ Donor has suggested that development include a dog park. 
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Potential Dog Park 

Estimated Costs $30-35k per G&W Engineering 

 
Google Results for dog park grants: 

Nutro Room to Run 

The Nutro Room to Run program supports public, non-profit dog parks and off-leash areas. Since 
2010, the program has helped enhance over 120 dog parks and committed more than 4,000 
volunteer hours across North America. Projects included landscaping and adding trees and 
other shade structures, as well as adding benches, agility equipment, signage and more for the 
enjoyment of pets and pet parents. Check their website for more info. 

Doris Day Animal Foundation 

The Doris Day Animal Foundation (DDAF) is a national nonprofit founded in 1978 by legendary 
performer Doris Day. Forty years later, their mission continues: to help animals and the people 
who love them.  As a grant-giving charity, DDAF funds other 501(c)(3) organizations across the 
US, including community dog parks. They evaluate applications quarterly, with submissions 
accepted during January, April, July, and October. Click here for grant guidelines and information. 

PetSafe Bark for Your Park 

¶ Through the annual Bark for Your Park competition, PetSafe helps 25 communities across 
America build and revitalize dog parks. Like applying for grants, there is some information 
required to enter, so youôll need: 

https://www.dog-on-it-parks.com/shade-1.html
https://www.dog-on-it-parks.com/benches-and-tables-1.html
https://www.dog-on-it-parks.com/site-furnishings-and-amenities-1.html
https://www.nutro.com/about-us/nutro-community-initiatives
https://www.dorisdayanimalfoundation.org/grants/guidelines-and-faq
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¶  A letter from a civic leader showing support for your project 

¶ Photos of your future location or current off-leash dog park 

¶ Blueprints of your ideal dog park (be sure to include agility components!) 

¶ A summary of how your community would benefit from the park  

¶ Ways your community has shown support for a dog park.  Interested in more info?  Click here.  

Beneful Dream Dog Park Project  

Beneful demonstrates its passion for dog parks by lending a paw to support more than a dozen 
communities each year. Through its Beneful Dream Dog Park Project, the team provides financial 
support, hands-on volunteerism and a variety of new resources to share the dog park love. Get 
the Beneful scoop here. Please keep in mind that eligible parks must be free and open to the 
public! 

The Stanton Foundation 

Calling all Massachusetts residents! As part of its mission of encouraging positive dog/human 
relationships, the Stanton Foundation supports the development of enclosed dog parks in the 
Commonwealth of MA. This support takes the form of a series of grants to support park design, 
construction, and capital improvements. Click here to view contribution and application 
requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.dog-on-it-parks.com/agility-equipment-1.html
https://www.dog-on-it-parks.com/Dog-Parks---Building-Positive-Connections-in-Your-Community-article.pdf
http://www.petsafe.net/barkforyourpark/2018-apply#awards
http://www.dreamdogpark.com/
http://thestantonfoundation.org/canine/dog-parks
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Calhoun County Parks Board 

Precinct 3 Sub-Committee 
 

Park Master Plan Report 

 

Version 1.0 ς Feb 17, 2020 
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Current Amenities 

¶ Boat Ramp 

¶ Cabanas and picnic 

¶ RV camping 

¶ fishing access off seawall 

 

Improvement Opportunities ς see 2012 Shoreline Access Plan 

1. Pier  

2. Designated RV camping area 

3. Restrooms 

4. Develop kayak trail system 

5. Observation deck overlooking Marsh  
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Current Amenities 

¶ Access to sandy beach 

Improvement Opportunities 

1. Restore erosion damage from Harvey (Previous GLO contract 16-384-000-9971) 

2. Improve parking 

3. Signage 

4. Improve walking access to beach 

5. Kayaking Trail 

6. Fishing from rock groins? 

7. Public Boat ramp somewhere in area? 
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Calhoun County Parks Board 

tƻǊǘ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ !ǊŜŀ  

(Precinct 4 East) 
 

v3 ς March 17, 2020 

Park Improvement Plan 
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: 

 
 

Boggy Bayou Nature Park Improvement Plan 
March 2018 

 

Milestones to date include: 

1. March 2018 ς citizens committee completes  nine-point improvement plan. 

2. October 2018 ς Calhoun County Parks Board recommends the plan to Commissioners Court. 

3. November 2018 ς Commissioners Court endorses improvement plan. 

4. February 2019 ς Commissioners Court funds engineering study to estimate costs of 

improvement plan and hires a grant writer to seek funding. 

5. June 12, 2019 ς County submits pre-application to Texas General Land Office(GLO) for a Coastal 

Management Plan (CMP) grant for about $140,000 for Phase 1 of the Improvement Plan. (The 

GLO will advise by Aug 7 and a final application would then be due in October. The grant would 

include a 40% match from the County.) 

6. October 2019 ς County advised to submit full application  

7. January 2020 County advised of approval of grant application. Timeline for signing contracts is 

October 2020, with implementation in 2021. 

8. June 26, 2019 ς Commissioners Court approved application for a CEPRA grant from the GLO for  

$49,800 to conduct an engineering study of alternatives to mitigate erosion on the Matagorda 

Bay shoreline at Boggy.  Grant application made before July 1. 

9. County advised of acceptance of grant; Matt-McDonald Engineering contracted to conduct 

study. Study in progress, anticipated results before yearend 2020. 
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Boggy Nature Park - Nine Point Improvement Plan approved by Commissioner Court 11/18 

1. Upgrade roads to Matagorda Bay shoreline and Boggy Bayou shoreline so that it is passable 

during wet conditions. 

¶ Crushed concrete or limestone to main access points -shown in white on previous 

map 

¶ Allows vehicle access to Matagorda Bay shoreline and to Boggy Bayou shore 

 
2. Convert access to the natural areas to foot traffic only and lay out walking routes and a 

birding/interpretive trail.  

¶ Add walking entrance off Taylor Street at 3rd and at 7th Street. 

¶ Include boardwalk in trail by steps down at end. 

¶ Educational signage regarding birds and coastal marsh plants should be included.  

¶ Mark distances for exercise route- up to two miles 

¶ Natural areas outlined in red on previous map 

 

3. Improve day use / picnic area facilities by installing additional picnic tables and restroom 

facilities. 

¶ Add portable toilet at boardwalk / parking area 

¶ Add additional picnic facilities in several locations. 

 

4. Develop an environmental education area for students that includes salt marsh ecology, 

native plants, and marsh birds.  

¶ Covered pavilion at the end of boardwalk to seat 12 students and include a table 

for educational equipment. 

¶ Other student workstations for seining, birding, marsh activities. 

¶ Inaugural field trip on March 19, 2017 for 4-5th graders a great success! 

 

5. !ǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ ¢t²5Ωǎ DǊŜŀǘ ¢ŜȄŀǎ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ .ƛǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ǊŀƛƭΦ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ōƛǊŘ ǿŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ κ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ 

station to enhance the habitat.  

 

6. Apply to TPWD Texas PadŘƭƛƴƎ ¢Ǌƛŀƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ άtƻǿŘŜǊƘƻǊƴ wŀƴŎƘ {ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέ 

from Boggy to FM 1289. 

 

7. Add signage regarding Park rules, safety, restrictions to off road vehicles and illegal 

dumping.  

¶ Include students in selection of Park mascot and sign artwork 

8. Address Shoreline erosion with groynes and beneficial use of dredge materials. 

 

9. Improve security and surveillance of the Park to curtail inappropriate activities/uses. 

Discuss with Sheriff; Constable; Community Watch. 
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Boggy Nature Park Improvement Plan ς Phase 1 in June 2019 CMP Grant pre-application 

1. Improve access: Grade and level existing sand Roads to improve access to Matagorda Bay 

shoreline and to Boggy Lake. Install culvert at end of 3rd Street at low spot subject to rainwater 

and high tides. 

2. Protect upper wetlands/sensitive areas from inappropriate vehicle use with bollard fencing. 

Install a security gate to allow closure of Park when weather conditions require. 

3. Add educational venue on existing boardwalk by broadening and covering the end of the walk 

and adding a down-ramp to a new walking / interpretive trail. 

4. !ǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¢t²5Ωǎ /ƻŀǎǘŀƭ .ƛǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ǊŀƛƭΦ 

5. Develop a paddling trail from Boggy Bayou to Indianola and to FM1289  bridge at Coloma Creek; 

ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¢t²5Ωǎ tŀŘŘƭŜ Texas system. 

6. Add entrance and rules signage to control traffic. 

 

Note: Grant application is for $143,800, with a 40% County match. The Texas GLO will advise by Aug 7, 

2019 if County will be invited to submit full applicationτdue October 2. 

Grant application made. Approved in January 2020. Anticipate contracts in October 2020 with 

implementation in 2021. 

 

Also, a CEPRA grant application for $49,800 to Texas GLO to study alternatives has been approved by 

Commissioners Court on June 26, 2019, with submittal before July 1.If the grant is approved by the GLO, 

there is a 40% County match. 

Grant application approved by GLO. Commissioner Reese working to implement study. 

 

3/17/2020 
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King Fisher Beach  

 

 

Preferred Park Use: Day use ς Family beach access with picnic area, fishing pier 

Visitation Level: High 

Current Amenities & General Condition: 

1. Access to sandy beach that is shallow and family friendly) 

2. 11 covered picnic tables 

3. large pavilion 

4. public restroom 

5. beach shower 

6. fishing pier 

Recommended Improvements:  

1. Acquire parcel north of park to protect against development and allow room for other 

recommended improvements; allows repair of washout of seawall on this section. 

2. Improve day use / picnic area by installing additional picnic tables north of Pier & repair 

existing cabanas 

a. Service Club of POC has funded replacement of tables and benchesτwork  

completed by County. 

b. Add 4 covered picnic tables to bring total to 15 


